NORTHWOODS STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Paul Nazarian – Senior Pastor
The Rev. Ann Marie Quigley-Swanson – Senior Associate Pastor
The Rev. Dr. David Puig – Associate Pastor
Maria Aguilar – Janitorial Facilities Assistant
Nicole Castillo – Executive Assistant
Valerie Dunmire – Director of Children’s Ministry
Norma Laughlin – Business Administrator
Joyce Leggio – Associate Director of ELCP
Bambi McWhorter – Director of ELCP
Anthony Mireles – Facilities Director
Todd Nolde – Organist
Jadon Punch – Facilities Assistant
Armando Ramirez- Facilities Assistant
Jennifer Klein Salyer – Director of Music and Worship
Heidi Smith – Financial Secretary
Mary Meghan Thomas – Director of Youth Ministry

NORTHWOODS SESSION

MEMBERSHIP DATA

Class of 2021

Class of 2023

Mike Browning
Dolores Gay
Ron Ledbetter
Margaret Rodriguez
Rob Trennel
Elaine Wallace

Tracy Bean
Bruce Green
Larry Hitt
Nancy Ingram
Sandy Roberts
Daniel Spencer

New members
Baptisms
Death
Transfers
Dropped

Class of 2022

Clerk to Session

Sam Andrews
Eunise Basquez
Roy Eggenberger
Jennifer Gutierrez
Robert McCracken
Connie Saint

Valerie Dunmire

Treasurer
Bill Strange

1
16
109

Membership

2019

2020

Female
Male
Total

648
469
1117

585
408
993

Our Missions Ministry Team funded the listed grants for our Northwoods
Benevolences on behalf of our congregation. Most of our Partner Ministries that receive financial support from Northwoods also receive direct,
hands-on involvement by servants in our congregation. In 2020, there
were some organizations we did not support, but we hope to be able to
partner with them again in 2021.

2020: A YEAR IN REVIEW
The frustrations of the pandemic did not stop the work of ministry at Northwoods. We worked
to find new ways to reach out, create community, and engage our members and guests. Worship
went online only and the church campus closed in March. We offered our first hybrid worship
service in October, allowing a limited number of pre-registered worshipers to attend in-person,
while the bulk of our worshipers continued to worship online. Without question, the online
worship experience could not have advanced without the early efforts of Carmalyn McCracken
and the continued efforts of Joe Foster and Mike Browning. We upgraded the computer system
for Worship and acquired two high-tech cameras made for streaming, which further improved
our online services and allowed for greater participation and representation in our worship
services. Choir and band volunteer musicians quickly adapted to new technology, allowing our
staff to provide high quality musical variety in the worship experience.
As a new way to engage, Northwoods developed a daily online presence on Facebook, offering
devotionals and special themed video messages. Adult, Youth, and Children’s ministries turned
to Zoom, offering opportunities for Christian Education and creative fellowship. Congregational
Care regularly reached out through phone calls and written communication to our members.
Church Life events continued virtually- including Wine & the Word and Book Club. With a
closed campus for the bulk of 2020, the Facilities staff was able to undertake numerous property
improvement. Another project we undertook was to move our database and accounting systems
to a new church management software- Realm. This not only allowed a platform for staff to
work remotely if necessary, it opened up the possibility for members to have access to their own
profiles and also be able to have a directory that is updated in real time.
While many things were different, we were still able to safely carry out some events like Make
a Difference Day and Day of Renewal. The Advent Noels tradition continued- modified to
exclude lunch and increase the length of each concert- bringing much joy to our online and in
person attendees. The choir, band, children and special guests created a memorable virtual
Christmas concert.
Early in the year, we were able to highlight and celebrate The Rev. Ann Marie QuigleySwanson and her 15 years as a Pastor at Northwoods. In August, Northwoods said farewell to
Chelsea Ham as she accepted a call to serve as pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Dinuba,
California, and welcomed Mary Meghan Thomas as the new Director of Youth Ministry.
As we look ahead to 2021, we know our ministry at Northwoods is forever impacted by the
happenings of 2020. We witnessed first hand how meaningful it is when our community reaches
out to each other in love and care and concern. We experienced how much bigger The Church is
than our campus walls, as we welcomed worshipers from all over the country every Sunday, and
even from other countries for some of our special concert events. While we still will grapple
with the pandemic well into the new year, we are assured of God’s faithfulness to us and of our
ability as a church body to be the hands and feet of Christ in our community and beyond,
whether in person or virtually.
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